GEORGE THE THIRD
she address him? What company could she wish him to keep?
What friendships desire he should contract ?
That was her problem; and the obsession of a wicked world
made solution impossible. To Dodington she remarked on
that same occasion:
Such was the universal profligacy, such the character and conduct
of the young people of distinction, that she was really afraid to
have them near her children.
Perhaps the Dowager-Princess was less afraid of the World and
the Devil than she was of the Flesh. She was afraid that women
would exert a malign influence over her sons; and she had a
low opinion of her own sex. She said to Dodington:
The behaviour of the women was indecent, low and much against
their interest, by making themselves so very cheap.
In truth, she feared that her eldest son and his brothers might
inherit their father's, grandfather's and great-grandfather's love
of wenching.
She soon lost confidence in Waldegrave, again because he
tried to cut the Prince free from her apron-strings. He was,
in her eyes, a * spy' put into her home by the King and her
husband's enemies. Waldegrave thereupon lost interest in his
work: he was aware that the King, his mind centred upon
Hanover and fat mistresses, was quite indifferent to the educational
progress of his grandson, and since the line of least resistance
enabled him more comfortably to pursue his own pleasures the
Governor took his duties quite complacently.
The one man who might have helped to mould the Prince's
character was his uncle, William Augustus, Duke of Cumberland.
But his sister-in-law hated him: die country had been taught
to regard him as * the Butcher,' so savagely had he dealt with
the rebels of Scotland during die 'Forty-five. He was never-
theless an able man, whose greatest crime was his attempt to
ensure that the officers in the Army did their duty! He was
large-minded, not more vicious than the best of his contem-
poraries, and essentially a man of the world. But politically he
had steered himself into a backwater, with the result that he
was excluded from membership of the Commission of Regency
22